
Eve Komosa
3251 I'I. Eastwood

Chicago, IL 60625-4412
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M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 0 2

Ms .  Mary  Ann  Wr igh t ,Assoc ia te  D i rec to r  o f  M in ing
U t a h  D i v i s i o n  o f  O i l , G a s  a n d  M i n i n g
1594  W Nor th  TempJ-e ,  Su i t e  1210
P . O .  B o x  1 4 5 8 0 1
S a l - t  L a k e  C i t y ,  U T  8 4 1 1 4 - 5 8 0 1

Dear  Ms .  Wr igh t ,
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f  unde rs tand  tha t  U tahAmer i ca ,  I nc .  has  recen t l y  submi t t ed  an
appl icat ion for  a proposed L i l -a Canyon Extension to the nearby Horse
Canyon  M ine  (C /007  /0 I3 -PMO28)  .  I  a l so  unde rs tand  tha t  t he  U tah  D iv i s i on
o f  O i1 ,  Gas ,  and  M in ing  has  de te rm ined  tha t  t he  U tahAmer i can ,s
appi icat j -on for  che pro ject  i -s  "Acimr-n isrrar ive iy  Compl-ete,  "  -  that  i t
con ta ins  a l - l -  i n fo rma t i on  necessa rv  t o  i n i t i a te  p rocess inq  and  pub ] i c
rev iew .

As  a  f o rmer  res iden t  o f  Moab ,  U tah ,  and  a  c i t i zen  tha t  i s  ve ry
conce rned  abou t  w i l - de rness  i n  sou theas t  U tah ,  I  ques t i ons  whe the r  t he
U tah  D iv i s i on  o f  O i I ,  Gas ,  and  M in ing  i s  co r rec t  i n  l abe l i ng  t he
app l l ca t i on  as  "admin i s t ra t i ve l y  comp le te .  "  Has  U tahAmer i can  Ene rgy ' s
app l i ca t i on  ac tua l l y  add ressed  the  key  geo log i c ,  hyd ro log i c  and
l - r ' i  n l  o n i  c : l  i m n : c f  s  o f  f  h e  n r n i c r . l l

u !  v , J  e v

I  ask  t h i s  because  o f  t he  D i v i s i on ' s  p rev ious  e r roneous  i ssuance  o f  a
permi t  to  UtahAmer ican to mine coal -  i -n  the area of  L iLa Canyon.  As I 'm
su re  you  know,  t h i s  i ssuance  was  ove r tu rned  by  t he  U tah  Boa rd  o f  O i l - ,
Gas ,  and  M in ing .  The  Boa rd  ru led  tha t  t he  D i v i s i on  e r red  by  app rov ing
the  pe rm i t ,  s ta t i ng  t ha t  t he  D i v i s i on ' s  ac t i on  " i s  an  abuse  o f
d i sc re t i on  w i t hou t  subs tan t i a l  ev idence  i n  t . he  reco rd  and  i s  no t  i n
comp l i ance  w i th  t he  p rocedu res  requ i red  by  l aw .  "  Has  the  U tah  D iv i s i on
o f  O i l - ,  Gas ,  and  M in ing  used  the  u tmos t  d i sc re t i on  i n  rega rds  t o  L i l - a
Canyon th is  t ime around?

I f  t he  D i v i s i on  f a i l - s  t o  requ i re  a  comp le te  impac t  assessmen t  o f
U tahAmer i can ' s  cu r ren t  L i I a  Canyon  p roposa l ,  i t  i s  pu t t i ng  i n  j eopa rdy
a  w i - l - de rness  a rea  o f  r a re  qua l i t y .  The  Canyon  i s  an  oas i s  o f  seeps  and
sp r j - : :Es  c rea t i ng  c r i t i ca l  yea r - roun . j  hab i t a t  f c r  w i i d i i f e ,  i nc iud i r rg
b igho rn  sheep .  Has , /w i I l -  t he  D i v i s i on  f u l l y  consJ -de r (ed )  t he  impac t  o f
r L ^  r r r -  ' - ^ . - ^ ^  P r o i e e t  o n  t h i s  i m n o r f a n f  d e s e r t  o a s i s ?L l t E  ! a I o  9 a r l y v l r  ! r v J v v L

A m ine  a t  t he  mou th  o f  L i f a  Canyon  wou ld  de -wa te r  seeps  and  sp r i ngs ,  as
we l - I  as  d i s tu rb  t he  w i l - de rness  cha rac te r  o f  t he  a rea  when  t rucks  make
550  da j - I y  round - t r i ps  f r om the  m ine  to  a  f ac i l i t y  l oca ted  no r th  o f
We l l i ng ton ,  UT  on  the  a l ready  dange rous  h ighway  l - 91 .

f  u rge  you  to  ensu re  t he  no  m in ing  p ro jec t s  t h rea ten  the  eco log i ca l
i n teg r i t y  o f  L i l - a  Canyon .

f * , . *  i . ' - j ; i  r r + {  /  r q
. - . & . _ . , , . , . _  

H
&-** v.,.J e...* b V i^.- r,,"(p

( i n n a r a l r r
v r l r v v !  s + _ I  t


